
Indian inkling
gods are in Melbourne,

U'l ofthe fogofa cold
Mt'lbournc morrung crnrrgt's
Toronto lllmmrl(er Srinie:rs

Ikishn.) (pi. turcd) withaSil i  of l igh( for
Me Ib()urnc.

It  s so romantic walkinS in tht ' t i )g, he
enthusc\. rxth( r (hirn lhc \\  hr l(  out
l . l i11.,rJ , , l  r  I  Lrr onto * intr ' r .

I t  $asdu r i ngsu (h  asnows to rm  tha t
Srinivrs. director and star ofthc arvard-
NinninS intemational hit Mltsdld.
.rertcd When fhe Cods Cdmr Down to
Eort l  r( ,r  I  I  hour s.rccning\ xl
IcderatxD Squirrr'.

lridav thc l-ith was ir dclibcratc
choiec to leunch his filrn as p;lrt of
curator Robyn Archcr's The l-ifht in
Wint.,r, uhich grlhers *orks of light
liom ninr.' Mclbourne communities to
brightcn the darkest days ofour year.

'l 
he goJs h:rJ something to do with

the launch Jrtt.. A priest rr l I\{rlbnurne
l l indu tt 'mplt 'adviscd Srinrrrs thit  the
most auspicious star-aligncd tinrc rvas
betReen:lpm and 6pm on tunr 11.

Madras-born Srinivas u:lsr) t irbout to
argur', dcspitc his western upbrintjng.

His film is a community projcct that
hc rrscirched in lndia and crrutcd in
C:Lnld. for l Mrlboume eudicncc.It
l.'.tur.s li)ront(Fbased clissical
dancrr\ 1! ho - through a morse code of
gcs(ur( s.:rniDrl l i ()n lnd spccial cffects

tcl l  lh( \ t i )r ius ofthe vari( 'u\ dcit ies
and archetvpr's srrch us ( irn.\h rhc
clcphant god and the muhr l i I l r l .LJ K.r l i .

''These charactcrs are like nl\ t'cst
tiit'nds. Every day I'd comc homc frorn
sihoLrl rnd my g'rendmother $r)uld
mekt ,r Loffur:, .rnd shc'd givc rn( 'a l i t t le
bit  to(), f !enthough she \arsn1
supposcd to. i lnd icl l  me thcsr siorics,
he sa! s,

writes Harbant Gill
'"l ho,do have dccp religious

mcrning for milli(r)s. Ior mt' thcv are
ihe rcpository ofthrl  col lcct ir  c s isdom
oithc culture ovcr thc 1ears. 

'

Now Srinivas is making his first
documcntary Gonr,,ilr, Wonder lloy,
. r h ,  ' u t  . r n  I r J i , , r  L r . j  I . , n )  $  i l h  . r  F iS , , r t i (
nosc.IIr  \r i l i  alst '  Jircct athri lL r sct in
l ' )- l l ) \  lDdi.r,  A Trvsl $, i th Destinv.

lor l! hen (he (;()d\ Cdme.l)own t0
Eorth, he uas panicularly intcrcstt'd in
how calendar an (, i  r  he gods p0urci l  int
honr.! .  . .r f \  rn\ l  \ tr  (  !  ls. pani ir t l r tr l l '
during Brit ish rulr.

Srinivas s unique vir'w ofthc gods,
shoNn ii\ rendom inigL's oD l thrre-
srJ, J r 'ut durr :cr..tn. $ Urli: .ts .r puzzl,.
through which audienccs gct a giimpsc
ofthc bigger picturc.

"Like enlightennrcnt it comcs in
epiphanies. You llhave that aha
moment, then i t  rvi l lgo brck intrr:r  bld
of randomness," hc sa.vs,

Srinivas had his own ah:r m() lcnt
rbout Federation Square whih on il
rcsc:lrch tdp in lebruarJ'.

'''l hcre $'erc 15,000 peoplc crowdcd
.rr(runJ I he scr|]rn wil t ihing Kcvrn RuLtJ
:rpologising. Fcdcration Squarc cxists to
t 'r i rrg pcoplc togcthcr. I t  is thc onh'
squarc in thc *rirl,l Jcsigned around a
largc sctccn.

" l t 's a place ofcnl ightcnnrcnt ir l ready.
I don t know that Mclburnians lnow
that cnough- I've ncver seen an)Ihing
lilr this place anvwhcre else. he says.

EEE THE UGHI IN WIIITER
Where: Fed€ration Sqrare, until July 13
ior round-thecloct screening ol Mert
the ds cant€ Down to Earth. fhe cift
otlrgrrtruns trom June 2l-July 5.
Visil www.Bquare.con
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