
WATCHING GODS AT AVENUE AND BLOOR

When the Gods Came Down to Earth is when TIFF hits the streets.

Srinivas Krishna's vivacious film fantasia with classical Indian dancers depicting 
Hindu gods (Uppekha Jain is pictured above as the goddess Kali) will greet shop-
pers via a huge LED screen installation outside the Royal Ontario Museum's Bloor 
St. Plaza (100 Queen's Park) from Thursday through Sept. 13.

Drawing on the tradition of Indian calendar art, where sacred figures may end up 
in print ads, When the Gods Came Down to Earth adds the Toronto artist's voice 
to the ongoing debate about the role of the sacred in the secular world.

"I want to draw attention to the differences between the secular and the religious, 
and that there's a space between the two which both can occupy," Krishna says. 
"Given that we live in a multiracial, multicultural society, it's time to rethink these 
issues."

Shown in June and July in Federation Square in Melbourne, Australia, When the 
Gods Came Down to Earth will be projected on two screens in Toronto, with a 
soundtrack that was not available for the Aussie installation.
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